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All illustrations should be suitable for reproduction in black and white (called grayscale 

in most computer programs) and should exhibit good contrast and sharpness. It is 

essential that the images have proof of copyright. It is fine to start one’s research with 

sites like Wikipedia, but Wikipedia’s claims about copyright are unreliable. Authors must 

trace the image to its source and then provide us with the relevant link so we can verify 

copyright status. In other words, observe the same rigor you apply to textual footnotes to 

image credits. The maximum space allotted to one illustration in The Journal of Military 

History (JMH) is one page (4.5 by 7.5 inches); most illustrations will be given half a page 

or less.  

 

Data presented in graphs and tables must be readable when reproduced within 

these size limits. If the lettering is too small or the graph/table too large, it cannot be 

published in the print edition of the journal. Most articles will be limited to three or 

four illustrations (pictures, maps, tables, graphs). Exceptions may be made solely at 

the editors’ discretion. 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS OTHER THAN MAPS 

Illustrations other than maps should be submitted in electronic form: photographs should 

have a resolution of at least 300dpi, and drawings a resolution of at least 600dpi. Each 

illustration should be accompanied by caption, source, and copyright information.   

 

MAPS  

The purpose of maps is to enhance readers’ understanding of articles. Maps should be 

aimed at the general reader and should be as simple as possible. Highly detailed maps 

appear too “busy” when reproduced. In many cases, instead of a single map packed with 

too much information, two maps would be better: one long view that shows the general 

area and orients the reader, and a second more focused and detailed map that shows the 

locations and actions described in the article. (See examples below.)  

 

Maps submitted to the JMH should be submitted in electronic form with a resolution of at 

least 600dpi, preferably in jpeg, tiff, or PDF format.  

 

If the editors decide that a map is necessary and authors cannot provide a complete map 

that is suitable for reproduction in the JMH, they should provide, in electronic form as 

described above, a simple “base map.” A base map shows only essential geographical 

features, without labels showing military units and movements, providing a clean image 

to which only the necessary labels can be added. In addition to the base map, the author 

should provide a separate copy, showing the essential features to be included in the final 

map.  

 

The first map below is an example of a simple and clear long view to orient the reader. 

The second map (on a different subject) is an example of a detailed view, in which the 

necessary details were superimposed on a base map. 



 

 

 

 


